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Another Busy Year! 
The lions N5W Eye Bank had another busy yeOlr in 
2.016. The number of corneal transplants undertaken 
was up by 2.7% compared to 2015; all requests were 
met and It required a 5.6% increase in eye donation 
rates to match Che need. 

The trend in surgical tissue use continues. In 2016, 
just over a third of the tissue released for transplant 
was full thickness (all 5 layers) permitting replacemenr 
of the recipients' cornea with the donated graft and 
just under a third of the tissue was released pre-cut to 
facilitate transplantation of the inner most layers of 
the cornea only. The eQuipment used to pre-cut me 
cornea, a microkeratome and was purchased with 
funds very k.indly donated to the Lions NSW Eye Bank 

March 2017 

by the Lions Save Sight Foundation . 

Overall, the number of new ""lu,,,"; r-
for corneal transplants was 
highest ever with a 5,6% ;nc',,,,,. I 
compared to 2015, Note, these 
quests are captured on a me,ntI1Iv l, 
basis for surgery that is booked 
a t(me that matches the 5u"goon',5 
availability and the reo'pients 
for surgery. With the NSW popula
tion ever increasing, thiS number is 
expected to continue to climb, 

NSW'T'lssue 8<lnlG 1016 Tree ofUk . <153 names 'Vlt,h
Oot whOm we WlXllcI nOi be able to ~ a service 

Australian Ocular Biobank Open for Business 

In a National first, the work of 1he Australian Ocular 
Biobank (AOB) has commenced and refurbishment of 
it's permanent home is underway. 

Established in collaboration with the Save Sigllt InSh 
tute and Sydney/Sydney Eye Hospital, the AOe will 
allow for the long tenn storage of a range of oculClr 
tissues for research puq:::oses from living and deceased 
donors. The AOS will assist researchers In the discov
ery of new treatments ar,d preventative strategies. 

The AOB will playa s(gnificant role in the understllnd' 
ing and treatment of vanous causes of eye disease and 
vision impairment in Australia, such as age-related 
macular degeneratiOn, diabetic retinopathy and glauco
ma, 

The Lions NSW Eye- Bank, under the governance of the 
NSW Organ and nssue- Donation Service, (OmS) has 
historically provided tissue for research. However, 
there will now be the capacity for the long term stor
age of tissue as well as the creation of an archive of 

Microscope Purchase 
As mentioned in the November Newslener, the winner 
of ttle 20 16 lioos Save Sight Foundation Community 
Challenge, Jess Srviz generously donated her winning 
cheque to the lions NSW Eye Bank, 

The donation has been used to purchase a dissection 
miCroscope (pictured right) and Cilme~ to cond uct 
tissue assessment and take photographs of eye tissue 
allocated for rese~rch by the Australian Ocular Si· 
obank. This resource is all invaluable tool that will as· 
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prospective research samples and data sets, 
Welooming future collaborations with other biobanks, 
the AOa will have the capaCity to build a national net
worl(, sl'.aring tissue amongst researchers Clcross Aus
tralia. 

Set up utilising: a cost recovery model like other tissue 
bankS in Australia, the AOB aims to be sustainable and 
self-sufficient . 

The commencement of the A08 has lrigger€i:1 an up
date in the logo of the NSW OTOS, the creation of a 
stand-alone logo (as pictured below) and a formai 
opening IS being planned for a lew months time. 
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many years into the future. 


Thank you Jess! 
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New Additions to the Team 

The NSW Tissue BankS has welcomed to two new team 
members, both named Amy, in the last few months. Con
solidating capadty to provide the existing service and fu
ture proofing us for the anticipated busy times ahead, the 
two roles are new for the Banks. 

' Amy Chan 
(pictured left 
with Lab Manag
erR a j 
Devasahayam 
and Meidong 
Zhu) has been 
employed as a 
Tissue Produc
tion Scientist. 

• 

~Production Team: (L-R) Med()O(J Zhu, Raj Oev<lsahayam, Amy Chan 

Amy C joins the Production Team who are tasked with 
the assessment and prepara
tion of ocular tissue and 
soon skin and amnion tissue 
for transplantation. 

Joining the Amy invasion is 
Amy Deller who has been 
employed as a Quality Of
ficer. Amy D Joins Simon 
Cooper (pictured right) to 
form a Quality Team. 

The Quality Team are inte
gral to the maintenance and 
compliance with the Regula
tory Framework. 

Q'Ja:ity Tearn: (L-R) Simco COOper, Amy Oei'~ 

Sharing the Success and Plans for the Eye Bank 

A number of staff from the Lions NSW Eye Bank have re
cently been invited to present the success and future 
plans for the Eye Bank. 

Simon Cooper was invited to present at the 12th Annual 
[nternational Electromaterials Science Symposium at Wol
iongong University held in February 2017. 

SI'mon presented some research that has been performed 
in conjunction with Wolfongong University detailing the 
journey of research from bench to bedside in (uring cor
n~1 blindness. The focus of the project was on using (ut
ting edge Electromatenals sdence to create a 3 dimen
sional scaffold on which corneal cells are grown This is 
tr.e start of ~\IOrk the Eye Bank is undertaking under the 
new Comea( Biomalerials Program, with the aim of treat
1119 not only corneal blindness but many ocular tissue diS' 

eases. 

Pierre Georges and Meidong lhu both presented at the 
2017 EBAANZ Annual General Meeting held February in 
Brisbane. 

Pierre presented a review that has been undertaken about 
the use of sclera tissue for transplantation in NSW. Sdera 

Research & Development Role 

TO ensure the lions NSW Eye Bank continues to meet the 
needs of it's stakeholders, a fannal Research and Devel
opment program is underway. 
Essential to this program is the appointment of a Scientist 
to undertake the fundamental science; to write up the 

is the white pilrt of the eye and is used for patching 
and making conduits to stabilise pressures inside the 
eye. NSW has the highest rate of scleral use in Austral
asia. 

Meidong presented the positive impact organ culture 
carneal storage has had on the ability of the lions 
NSW Eye Bank to meet the demand for corneal tissue 
for transplantation in NSW. Commencing in November 
2011, over a 18 month period, and with thanks to the 
generosity of the donors and their families, the sched
uled wait list for corneal transplants was effectively 
Wiped out. The demand for corneal transplants has 
been met since that time. 

NSW will host [he 2018 
EBAANZ Annual Gen
eral Meeting held in 
conjunction with the 
National Corneal Secie
ty scientific meeting 
from the 1st March 
201.8. 

Univergly at Wol~ IlInovatiM campus, IocatlOO of tI'le 
12th Arml!al Inttmabonal 8ectrorT\ateoals Soer.ce Symposium 

results; and assist '.'lith applying for grants. The Lions 
NSW Eye Bank is very grateful for the assistance of the 
Lions Save Sight FoundatJon to establishing this role. 

Please com.3ct the suff of V'e Lions N5V-I Eye Bank on 02 9382 naa 0/ you lu~e any questions or ......ould like aContact 
Sp-c;1i(H for a ~tlng. donner or e~enr. To book faCIlitY tau.. on the 111: Wed of Monti>. dt I llm 
plea1e ring 02 9382 7S5~ Page 1 
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